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- Coral Reefs

Coral reefs are found in tropical oceans
around the world. Reefs are built up by small
animals called coral polyps. The stony walls
and platforms that polyps build, attract large
communities of plants and animals.

Coral usually grows in warm, crystal-clear water. These
conditions can be found in some shallow, tropical
waters. In these waters lorge communities of coral grow
in different shapes and briliant colours.

Reefs provide food and protection for fish, crustaceans,
starfish and molluses. Reefs are also home to many
different plant-like species, such as green, brown and
red algae.

There are three types of reef—fringing,
barrier and atolls. Fringing reefs form
close to shore, running along the edge of
the land. Barrier reefs run parallel fo the
land but are much further from shore.
They create a barrier between the deep
ocean and the land. Coral atolls are rings
of coral. Atolls form around the lagoons
blood star and _left by volcanic islands that have sunk
purple coral  back into the sea.

Most coral reefs
grow in sunlit
zones.

Marine life is plentiful
on coral reefs.

Large barrier reefs
are made up of
thousands of smaller
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